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LECOMPTON IN THE ELECTIONS. 


The elections which have recently taken 
place in all parts of the free States indicate 
with clearness the sentiments of the people in 
regard to the Lecompton Constitution, which 
Mr. Buchanan is trying to force upon Kansas. 
They also indicate what the future results will 
be to the Democratic Party in the free States, 
if the policy of the Administration is persisted 
in, and the Senate Kansas bill is driven through 
Congress. : 

The Republican victories in New Hamp- 
shire, Connecticut, and Rhode Island, do not 
in themselves measure the people’s will, or the 
degree of their condemnation of the Lecomp- 
ton juggle. These States were Republican 
last year, but they now elect Republican offi- 
cers by greatly-increased majorities. In New 
Hampshire, the Democracy—so-called—went 
into.the contest upon an anti-Lecompton plat- 
form ; but so intense was the feeling of the peo- 
ple against the outrage which the Senate, by 
Northern men. has voted to porpoteate pon 
Kansas, that the people of the granite hills 
would trust no man calling himself a Dem- 
ocrat, unless he had been tried and proved true. 

In Connecticut, the plarality of the Republi- 
cans is greater than it has been at any State 
election for years; and this, too, when the Op- 
position forces were not well drilled, and, in- 
deed, went into battle with a wing disaffected 
and wavering. The three thousand plurality 
of the Republicans does not measure the 
strength of the anti-Lecomptonites in that 

State. The nominee of the Democracy, Gen. 
Pratt, when in Congress a few years since, 
voted against the Kansas-Nebraska act, which 
was then thought by his party friends to be a 
bold act. In the late campaign, he refused to 
commit himself for or against Lecompton—in 
other words, stood on the fence. If he had 
come out firmly in favor of the measure, as his 
rival in the Nominating Convention, Colin In- 
gersoll, did, he would have received ten thou- 
sand votes less than he received because of his 
non-committalism. In Hartford, the Republi- 
cans elected to the Legislature all Democrats, 
but they are heartily opposed to the Lecompton 
measure of the Administration; and we pre- 
sume, that of the Democrats elected to the Le- 
gislature, a large proportion are the friends of 
Mr. Douglas and Popular Sovereignty, as he 
explains it in his recent Senatorial speeches. 
The Rhode Island election results in the 
utter rout of the Administratien. Such a ter- 
rible condemnation of Lecompton and Mr. Al- 
len, who misrepresents his State, must have its 


York Tribune, evidently on good authority, that 
Col. Benton, a few days before his death, was 
visited by an old and intimate friend from Mis- 
souri—probably the Hon. Francis P. Blair, jr.— 
to whom he expressed himself very forcibly on 
the Lecompton question, saying, with his accus- 
tomed force and energy, that the same men 
who had sought to destroy the Republic in 1850 
were at the bottom of this “accursed business,” 
and warmly praising the Anti-Lecompton Dem- 
ocrats who, in defiance of the Administrati=n, 


the feet of the people on the necks of the trai- 
tors. 


in Kansas were concocted partly in Washinz- 


THE SCHEME OF DISUNION. 
It is stated by a correspondent of the New 


had enabled the House of Representatives to 
baffle these treasonable schemes, and to put 


This impressive and significant declaration 
of the dying statesman is entitled to great weight, 
not only as the deliberate opinion of a man 
thoroughly versed in our politics, and of un- 
questionable patriotism, but because it is corrob. 
orated by ample and convincing testimony from 
other quarters. Mr. Douglas, of Illinois, and 
Mr. Bell, of Tennessee, have both, in recent 
speeches in the Senate, intimated that this Le- 
compton scheme was a scheme of disunion, and 
that those who were most eagerly pressing it 
upon Congress were not acting in good faith, 
but were instigated by ulterior designs of a de 
testable and dangerous character. 

The outline of the plot, so far as it has been 
disclosed to the public, seems to have been this. 


The Lecompton Constitution and the method 
—t wy dod 





ton and partly in the States of the South, where 
disunionism has taken deepest root, not with the 
expectation that the Constitution could be foreed 
upon Kansas, but with the hope that it could 
be got through Congress by the discipline of 
the Democratic party, and by the direct exer- 
tion of Executive power and patronage. Its 
attempted enforcement in the Territory, it was 
thought, would provoke resistance on the part 
of the Free State men. Civil war would be 
kindled, involving in its progress the adjoining 
States, and alienating the wholecountry. The 
Free State men of Kansas and the Republicans 
of the North would be driven into the attitude 
of rebels, while the power, resources, and pres- 
tige of the Federal Government, including the 
army and navy, would be in the hands of the 
ultra slaveholders. The moderate and patriotic 
men of the South would be silenced by the 
clash of arms, and in the end the Free Siates 
would be driven out of the Union, with perhaps 
the exception of Pennsylvania, Indiana, and 
Illinois, to whom permission to remain would 
be graciously accorded, in recognition of their 
fidelity to Southern interests, and on condition 
of acknowledging the nationality of Slavery as 
established by the principles of the Dred Scott 
decision. The pure Slaveholding Republic, thus 
created, unembarrassed by the opposition of 
Anti Slavery copartners, could enter at once on 
a brilliant career of conquest, annexation, and 
the propagation of the peculiar institution over 
Spanish America. 


dropped from the roll of clerks in the Pension 
Office, and has ever since been pertinacious in 
urging his restoration. Tuesday, he called upon 
Mr. Thompson, and, meeting him in the hall 
in front of the Secretary’s apartments, renewe 

the subject, denouncing those who had diepar- 
aged him. The Secretary replied that he would 
not hear his officers traduced, and was about to 
enter his room, when Bensancon atruck him on 


he cannot survive 


j exhanatad t the 
‘to the popular vote | dearee of mand 4 prostration.. ant is | 


Mr. Besancon was, last year, with manY others, | 


the back of the neck. 

Turning quickly around, the Secretary saw 
that Besancon was drawing a revolver from his 
waistband, beneath his vest. He rushed upon 
him, and seized him around the body, holding 
his arms down. Besancon turned to retreat, 
and probably to fire; but the Secretary threw 
him on his face, and fell upon him, when other 
persons came and tock the weapon from his 
right hand, and the Secretary released him. 

It was found, however, that Besancon’s left 
shoulder had been put out of place by the fall. 
Dr. Rhett, who was fortunately in the building, 
reduced the dislocation immediately, and the 
Secretary sent Besancon to the Infirmary for 
surgical treatment. : 
It is said that Bensancon was temporarily 
deranged. 


We take the subjoined extract from a Wash- 
ington letter in the New York Tribune, dated 
April 6th: © 

“Qol. Benton is dying. His disease, cancer 


of the bowels, has made such & progress, that 
much longer. He suffers ex- 


is as clear and as powerful as ever, aud the 
high, resolute, Roman spirit of the old states- 
man struggles with indomitable energy and for- 
titude egainst sickness and weakness, and 
the awful presence of the king of terrors. He 
dies in harness, working to the last for his coun- 
try and mankind. An old and intimate friend 
from Missouri called upon him this morning. 
Benton was in bed, scarcely able to move hand 
or foot, and not able to speak much above 
whisper. But he was hard at work, closing up 
his Abridgement of the Debates of Congress, 
which he has brought down to 1850, to the pas- 
sage of the Compromise measure. He was dic- 
tating the cloeing chapter of the work. His 
daughter, Mra. Jones, sitting beside the bed, 
received it, sentence by sentence, whispered in 
her ear, and repeated it aloud to her husband, 
who wrote it down. It was then read over to 
Col. Benton, and received his corrections, made 
with as much anxious particularity, as if it 
were the maiden work of a young author. 
“Resting a few minutes from his task, Col. 
Benton entered into conversation with his Mis- 
souri friend. He told him that, in reviewing 
the events of 1850, he was glad to find that the 
animosities of the past had died out in his heart, 
and he was not only ready but eager to do jus- 
tice to his former rivals and opponents. He 
spoke with much feeling of Mr. Clay, to whose 
merits and services he had awarded the highest 
praise in what he was writing about the Com- 
promise period of 1850. He dwelt particularly 
on the service, the great service, Mr. Clay had 
rendered to the Republic at that time, by baf- 
fling and putting down the traitorous Secession- 
ists of the South, who were seeking to destroy 
the Union and plunge the country into civil 
war for their own selfish and ambitious pur- 
poses. 

“ The inspiration of this theme fired the lan- 


i ir strength, is the cause of their 
a ‘When vadiciouely disposed, it makes 
more enemies than friends; sxu wnat it is con: 
ferred injudiciously, a8 is often done, especially 
upon its organs, it is the certain source of mis- 
chief, It would be infinitely better for an Ad- 
ministration and its party, and for the harmo- 
ny of the country, if the xecutive could be en: 
tirely stripped of all patronage. Mr. Calhoun 
used to say that, were he President, he would 
endeavor to dispossess the Execujive of all 
patronage.” 
POLITICAL SUMMARY. 


The recent Convention of the Anti-Lecomp- 
ton Democrats of Sussex county, New Jersey, 
was large in numbers and important in char- 


acter. An exchange says of it: 
“The meeting itself was most enthusiastic, 
and an overwhelming protest by the Sussex 
Democracy against the Lecompton outrage. 
Sussex is the most Democratic of the New Jer- 
sey Democratic counties, and always ‘ piles up’ 
its majority. Senators Thomson and — 
are cens for their course in favor of Le- 
compton. Mr. Huyler, member from the fourth 
Congressional district of New Jersey, is remon- 
strated with ; and Hon. Garnett B. Adrain, who 
has taken a bold and honorable stand for law, 
order, and justice, is sustained by his gallant 
constituents.” ae 
The Hon. W. Smith, of Virginia, saw fit, in 
a speech delivered in the House during the 
Kansas debate, to apply the party whip to the 
Anti-Lecompton Democrats who are members 
of Congress. The Richmond Enquirer, a Dem- 
ocratic supporter of the Administration, says: 
“In Democratic Congressional caucus, Mr. 
Kenish bi ia constantly associated with the 
very men whom he descrite@8 MB vutvwote Loom 
the Democratic organization. In his reference 
to the Legislature of Virginia, he is even more 
unfortunate. Three Democratic caucuses of the 
Legislature of Virginia have refused every 80- 
licitation to impugn the clajm of Anti-Lecomp- 
ton Democrats to an equal positon in the Dem- 
ocratic party. Mr. Smith gands alone, and has 
involved himself in a mes} of contradictions 
by attempting to fortify an ntenable position. 
“ A word more. Mr. Smijth is a neophyte in 
the Democratic party. A vey short time since, 
he was convicted of most ofnoxious affiliation 
with Sam’s frequenters of the culvert. He cried 
mea culpa, and was forgives. Far be it from 
us to attempt to read Mr. Sith out of the par- 
ty, either on account of his past offence or his 
present error! Bat, under'the circumstances 
of Mr. Smith’s position, we nildly suggest that 
perhaps it would better actord with taste and 
prudence, should he abstain from coupling gra- 
tuitous compliments to ‘ patriotic Know Noth- 
ings,’ with blank thunder demonstrations against 
a Democratic Governor of Virginia.” 








At the municipal election in Cincinnati last 
Monday, April 5, the AntiLecompton ticket 
+ was elected hy majorities ranging from 2,200 
to 3,900. The city has usually gone Demo 
cratic by a large majority. Thirteen out of 
seventeen Councilmen are Anti Lecompton. 


The St. Louis municipal election has resulted 
in the election of the entire Free Soil ticket by 
over 1,000 majority. 


The Jefferson City (Mo.) election took place 
on the 5th inst. The Free Soil ticket entire 
was elected by a majority of 70. Jefferson 
City is the capital of Missouri. Well done, 
Missouri ! 


KANSAS NEWS. 


The Kansas correspondent of ths Wew York 
Pog writes, utidst até of March 27 : 

_ “The Constitutional Convention, in session 
in this city, is progressing with its business 
slowly, but harmoniously. After the arrange- 
ment and organization of the various commit- 
tees had been completed, Gen. Lane called Mr. 
Ewing to the chair, and then, after obtainin 
the attention of delegates, stated that he h 
stisen to resign his cffice of President of the 
Convention. He referred, first, to a paragraph 
in a city daily, wherein it was alleged that the 
reason of his resignation was, that he did not 
wish to be identified with the Topeka Govern- 
ment. Sooner than to have given excuse for 
such a statement, he would suffer the loss of 
his right arm. It was this Constitution merely 
which he wished to keep distinct, and that 
solely to avoid the prejudice, the absurd pre- 
judice it might be, that seemed to exist against 
Topeka. He, for, one, entertained no such 


or but, on the contrary, was its earnest 
riend, 


The General delivered a long speech, and 
closed by resigning his office as President of 
the Convention. 


“Mr. Winchell, of Wyandott, presented a res- 
olution expressing the sentiment that the resig- 
nation of General Lane at this time was inex- 
pedient, and calculated to create a misunder- 
standing of the true position of the Free State 
party in Kansas towards him, among both 
friends and fces outside of the Territory. 

“Mr, Blanchard said that he for one wanted 
no better nor other leadership than that of Gen. 
Lane, He expressed the hope that the General 
would recousider his resignation. 

“Gen. Lane again stated that, though he 
was exceedirgly grateful to his friends who 
luad juct spalkan, ha atill mnat ha allowed in thia 
matter to control his own action by his own 
judgment. He knew better than they the preju- 
dice existing against him, even among some 
good Free State men. Why, said he, one of 
the most distinguished speakers at the recent 
tremendous anti-Lecompton meeting in Cincin- 
nati created great merriment at the expense of 
Kansas, by such coupling as this: Lecompton 
and Topeka! Calhoun and Jim Lane! ‘No, 
gentlemen,’ said the General, ‘I must resign; 
I will resign; I have resigned.’ 

“ There being no alternative, the Convention 
agreed to the acceptance of the resignation, 
-_ then to go into an informal ballot for Pres- 
ident. 


“The result of the informal! ballot was as 


follows : 
Conway - - + + = Af 
Foster : : . : - 3 
Blake : : . : - -2 
Ewing - - - 26 
Thatcher - : - : - 2 
Adams - : = ¢e - 


“On motion, Judge Conway was then elect- 
ed President by acclamation.” 

In the Constitutional Convention, on the 30th 
ultimo, the committee appointed to frame a 
schedule, reported one. It provides that the 
Constitution be submitted to a vote of the peo- 
ple on the third Tuesday in May, and that an 
election for members of the Legislature, judges, 
and State officers, shall be held at the same 
time. It also provides that all laws now in 
force, not repugnant to this Constitution, shall 
remain in full force until they expire by their 
own limitation. The bill of rights is identical 
with the Topeka bill. 

A remonstrance to Congress against the ad- 
mission of Kansas under the Lecompton Con- 
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The Debielo. 
The Land of Promise. Notes of a Spring Journey from 
Beersheba to Sidon. By Horatius Bonar, D. D., au- 
thor of “ The Desert of Sinai,” &e. New York: Robert 
Carter & Brothers. 1858. For sale by W. Ballantyne, 
Washington, D.C. 

This well-printed volume of 568 pages, 
adorned also with a map and illustrative plates, 


general characteristics with the earlier one on 

the Desert of Sinai, which we noticed not long 

since. The aliusions to passages of Scripture 

are numerous, and in this way, incidentally a8 

well as directly, light is thrown upon expres- 

sions and descriptions, and likewise names of 
places in the Scriptures, which give it value to 

the readers of the Bible. 

Dr. Bonar is a strong believer in the literal 

accomplishment of the prophecies relating to 

the restoration of the Jews; and from this 

point of view he speaks of the Holy Land and 
its present features and future prospects. His 
notes are somewhat diffuse and eketchy. Had 
he revised them and condensed them more, 
though perhaps deprived of some of their fresh- 
ness, and not so attractive to the lover of popu- 
lar literature, they would have been of greater 
permanent worth. He however shows a good 
acquaintance with the works of the earlier and 
later writers on Palestine, both travellers in the 
East and commentators, to whom he makes 
frequent reference; and, in a body of notes 
thrown into an appendix, discusses at length 
the various disputed questions relating to the 
topography of Jerusalem and the holy places, 
on which, notwithstanding the researches of 
Robinson and others, much still remains to be 
done. The volume, too, has a copious index— 
a feature which is of great importance in a book, 
designed, as this is, to convey information and 
illustrate the Book of God. A spirit of deep 
piety runs through every page—a characteristic 
excellence, indeed, of all Dr. Bonar’s works. 





Littell’s Living Age. Boston: E. Littell & Son. New 
York: Stanford & Delisser. 


with great improvements. Each number now 


@ year ! 


had before. 


pecially in the Southern and Western cities. 


Transcript. O1 
initials that it is by Mr. Whittier : 
To the Editor of the Transcript : 


We are happy to announce to our readers 
that this periodical commences & new series 


contains 20 more pages than those of the last 
volume ; so that now its readers get nearly 80 | 
handsome pages of the very best selected 
literature of the day, or 4,160 double pages in 


We have long regarded the Age as one of 
the few periodicals which no man of intelligence 
and any means can afford to do without. It is | 
now very neatly printed, with cut edges, and de- 
serves 8 still larger circulation than it has ever 
An arrangement has been made , 
with Stanford & Delisser, of New. York, by 
which the sale of the Age will be promoted, es- 


We cut the follcwing letter from the Boston 
Our readers will perceive by the 


I was glad to see the contradiction in the 


| favorites. 
‘ers any further, and hence this treatment. 








DEATH OF HON. THOMAS H. BENTON. 





found regret. 
ainful illness. 
Abridgment of the Debates of Congrees. 


he, in fact, brought it down to the time pro 
posed, viz: to the end of the compromiee ses 


people of the Federal city, where all his chil 


one of them. 


borough, Orange county, North Carolina. 


Mary College, under St. George Tucker. Hi 
father having died when he was only eight year 


he began to practice his profession. 
of the militia. 


of which he was chosen Colonel. In 1813, th 


claimed, and he resigned his commission. 


1820, previous to the admission. For six suc 
cessive times he was elected to the same post 
retiring finally from it in 1851. 











of the deposits. 


ions on certain questions differing from thos 
of the party leaders, and when other aspirin 


year ago, and Mr. Douglas was one of the Star’s 
He refused to follow the slavehold- 


The Hon. Thomas Hart Benton died at his 
reaidence, in Washington, at 74 o’clock on Sat- 
| urday morning, in the 76th year of his age. The 
| deceased was one among the ablest statesmen 
is the closing portion of the author’s notes of | of the nation, and had been intimately connect- 
his Eastern journey. It possesses the same | ed with the Government for nearly forty years. 
| He has descended to the grave, full of years and 
| honors, and the intelligence of his demise will 
| be received throughout the country with pro- 
It is stated that his dying mo- 
ments were distinguished by the same calm 
fortitude which has characterized his long and 
Almcst up to the moment of 
is death, he worked with the fall force of his 
indomitable energy upon his great work, - 
force of will, apparently, he suspended ph on. 
dissolution until that work was completed; and 


sion of 1850. For over thirty years, Colonel 
Benton was a resident in Washington, and the 


dren were educated, have long regarded him as 


Mr. Benton was born on the 14’h of March, 
1783, at his father’s residence, near — 
a 
was sent to college at Chapel Hill, but left it 
before completing the regular course, and com- 
menced the study of the law at William and 


old, his mother removed to Tennessee, where 
It was 
there that he first became acquainted with An- 
drew Jackson, who was then a jadge of the 
Supreme Court, and afterwards Major General 
He was appointed one of Jack- 
son’s aids-de-camp, and when the war with Eng- 
land began, he raised a regiment of volunteers, 


volunteers having been disbanded, President 
Madison appointed him a Lieutenant Colonel, 
but before he had any service, peace was pro- 


In 1815, he removed to St. Louis, where he 
combined with the practice of bis profession 
the conduct of a newspaper, called the Missouri 
Argus. Those were stormy times for Western 
editors, and he had to engage in several duels, 
in one of which he killed his antagonist. When 
Missouri was admitted to the Union, in 1821, 
he was one of her first Senators, having been 
| elected by the Legislature, which had met in 


He supported 
the Administrations of Presidents Jackson and 
Van Buren with great energy; especially sus- 
; taining Jackson in his war upon the United 
' States Bank, and afterwards vindicating him 
| by obtaining thé passage of the resolution ex- 
| punging the resolution condemning the removal 


As the apostle of a hard-money currency, Mr. 
Benton became an idol among a large portion 
| of the most radical of the Democratic party. 
: Afterwards, when he chose to entertain opin- 


' Missouri politicians had grown weary of his 
| monopolizing the seat in the Senate, he came 
into disfavor, and this caused his defeat in the 
senatorial election in 1851. But during all that 
period of thirty years, Mr. Benton was one of 
the most conspicuous actors in the numerous 


en 


whom delivered an eloquent and fecling ad. 
dress on the eminent character and career of 
the deceased statesman. The body of the ex 
Senator was then conveyed, by the pall-bearer, 
and a large procession, to the railroad station 
together with the remains of his deceased 
grandchild, and there deposited on a car, to } 
taken to St. Louis, in charge of William Care 
Jones and Richard T. Jacob, Esqs., sons-in.lgy 
of Col. Benton.— Nat. Int. 





MR. BENTON’S LAST MOMENIS, 


From the Albany Argus. 

Thus another of the race of patriots who {| 
lowed the revolutionary fathers and the f ounders 
of the Constitution, and who, firmly adhering to 
the traditions of statesmansbip, nobly upheld 
their work, has fallen. If the possession of large 
faculties, indomitable energies, and high mn 
poses, and the opportunities which enable , 
man to devote these qualities to his country and 
to perpetuate their fruits in history, consiitnts 
greatness, Thomas Hart Benton was indeed 
great man. 

The picture of his dying chamber is affectin, 
yet characteristic. He clung to his labors to th, 
last. Devoured by a cancer, which was gredisl. 
ly eating out his life and his strength, he workes 
as long as he could write, then dictated to - 
amanuensis; and two days before his death 
when he was unable to move, continued to whi 
per to his daughter, Mrs. Jones, his dictation 
of the closing chapters, and his corrections of 
the proof-sheet, which she repeated aloud to her 
husband, who wrote down the words, 

Through all hie life a student, Colonel Buy. 
on exhibited some of the faults of what are 
calied “selfmade men.” He loved to parade 
his knowledge, and sometimes proposed to jy. 
struct the world in what most men already 
knew. His egotism was, however, simple and 
ingenuous, and such as we believe very oftey 
characterize the men who have puraued 4 liter. 
ary or public career, though perhaps oftenor 
seen in this class upon the European continent 
than under the cold and conventional system of 
Anglo-Saxon civilization on either side of ths 
ocean, 

Mingling with traita of childlike simplicity, 
were an original strength and massiveness of 
character such as are the type of the chiefs of 
& great primitive race. He might, perhaps, more 
easily have risen above the position which he 
held as Senator from his native State, than to 
have retained it after thirty years possession 
Yet the latter was the nobler ambition. B» 
preferred the title of Pater Senatus to the rank 
of President; and if he could have perpetuated 
it through his life, would have vindicated his 
preference in the estimation of the wise. As; 
was, the aspiring men of his State, who would 
have gladly pushed him forward, at last pressed 
>| him aside. But his career was longer than 
that of most of the statesmen of our own land 
and of Enrope, and not less influential for good 
or less promising of enduring fame. The no. 
blest and not least-deserved tribute which his. 
tory will award him, will be, that he was a pa- 
triot, a man whose heart was imbued with the 
spirit of nationality, and whose soul and mind 
were devoted to his country. 
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FROM MINNESOTA. 


Sr, Pavut, Minnesora, April 5, 1858, 
To the Editor of the National Era: 

I wish to call your attention to a fact, which 
seems thus far to have entirely escaped the no- 
tice of Congress, in relation to the Constitution 
of Minnesota. And that fact is, that our House 
of Representatives, by the provisions of the 
Constitution, is actwally elected for life. And 
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exciting political scenes that successively arose. 

After leaving the Senate, Mr. Benton return- 
| ed to St. Louis, and in 1852 he was nominated 
| for a seat in the national House of Representa- 
| tives, and was elected, but when ke ran again 


Evening Transcript of the statement that this 
admirable periodical had passed out of the 
hands of its veteran editor and proprietor. I 
know of no periodical in this country or in 
England which affords so comprehensive and 


guid blood and reanimated for a moment the 
failing frame of the dying patriot. In energetic 
whispers, he told his visiter that the same men 
who had sought to destroy the Republic in 1850 
were at the bottom of the accursed Lecompton 


stitution was read, and a copy ordered to be 


In the words of Col. Benton, too much credit immediately forwarded to Washington. 


can hardly be given to the Anti-Lecompton 
Democrats, for their cordial and decisive co- 
operation with the Republicans and with the 


effect upon Democrats in Congress, we think. 
It shows conclusively that Rhode Island, hence- 
forth and forever, will bestow her offices upon 
the friends of Freedom. 





what is worse, there is no way to amend tha 
same, but by the Legislature, (both Houses,) b 
a two-thirds vote, voting to submit the maite 


The election in Dubuque Towa, (heretofore 
strongly Hunker,) is Anti-Lecompton by 500 
majority. 


Judge Black, Attorney General of the United 





Our readers will notice, in another column, 
the result of several municipal elections in the 
West. Every one of them shows that the Ad- 
ministration is thoroughly unpopular in all the 
great Northwest, for its outrageous and shame- 
fal attack upon the liberties of Kansas. Wher- 
ever a city has been carried by Democrats, 
there the Democracy stood upon an Anti-Le- 
compton platform. The spirit of opposition to 


the slave oligarchy is spreading into slave| past. The people whom they have so faithful- 
States even, and we chronicle Anti-Slavery tri-| ly served should gee to it that these upright 
umphs in the capital of Missouri, and in her} and incorruptible representatives are fully sus- 
tained at bomé,” Anti-Lecompton men of all 
Blind is the politician, worse than blind the | parties in their several districts are bound in 


great commercial town, St. Louis. 


statesman, who cannot see from these results 


the future of this country in regard to Slavery | to Congress, fortified with the freshest stamp of 


and the Slave Power. Doughfaceism in the free 
States, and the despotism of Slavery in oar 
national councils, are upon the wane. It is 
getting to be popular in the leading States of 
this Union to avow hatred of the Slave Power, 
and to defend, in bold language, the principles 
of Freedom. 

The last feather has broken the camel’s 
back. The North has stood up under Compro- 
mises, Fugitive Slave Laws, and any amount 
of Slaveholding insolence, but this last attempt 
to subjugate the whole people of a Territory, 
to force Negro Slavery upon them against their 
will, has been too heavy a burden, The North- 
ern Democracy, 80 faithful, ao submissive, here- 
tofore, to their Southern allies, have now re- 
belled, and are divided and disheartened. The 
lesson is not only worth the consideration of 
the Administration, but of every Democratic 
member of Congress. This is a foretaste of the 
retribution which arrests every man who has 
been unfaithful in this contest, or who shall 
prove so hereafter. It also affords the few tried, 
and possibly tempted, men who have stood 
erect, with all the power of the Government 
against them, the evidence that a vast majority 
of their constituents approve of their conduct, 
and will sustain them hereafter. 





TUESDAY IN CONGRESS, 


The Senate, after the morning bour, voted to 
ask of the House a committee of conference 
upon the Kansas bill. 

The House went into Committee of the Whole 
upon the Washington police bill. Mr. Hum- 
phrey Marshall, of Kentucky, made a strong 
speech against the bill, and his colleague, Mr. 
Burnett, an equally strong speech in its favor. 

The official announcement of the Senate’s 
action on the Kansas bill being made, Mr. 
Montgomery arose, and gave notice that on 
Wednesday at one oue o’clock he should move 
to take up the bill, and dispose of it. 





PERSONAL RECONTRE IN THE HOUSE. 

Just after the adjournment of the House on 
Monday last, a personal rencontre took place 
between Mr. Helper, author of “The Impend 
ing Crisis,” and Burton Craige, of North Caro- 
lina. The facta are as follows: Some time 
since, Senator Wilson, in a speech delivered in 
the Senate, quoted from Mr. Helper’s book cer- 
tain statements respecting the South. Senator 
Biggs claimed that the authority was worthless, 
and stated that Mr. Helper was guilty of dis. 
honest practices in his native State before he 
left it. 

Mr. Helper denies this charge, and came on 
here to see Mr. Biggs. The Senator referred 
him to Mr. Craige, who had furnished him with 
the pretended facts. Mr. Helper then sought 
Mr. Craige immediately after the adjournment 
Of the House on Monday afternoon, A serious 
Conversation ensued between the gentlemen 
when Mr. Craige, thinking himself farery pat 
his ae Mr. Helper's throat, who at once 
ore member severely several times in 

The parties were soon se arated 
Helper was arrested. We rand pol “ 
Graige did not appear against him, and that in 
consequence, after giving bonds to keep the 
Peace in future, Mr. Helper was dismissed, 





business. Among the greatest of his consola- 


and emolument, to which so many of the pub- 


Anti-Lecompton Americans in the opposition 
to the first step in this gigantic scheme of trea- 
son and civil war—the passage of the Lecomp- 
ton Constitution through Congress. Impelled 
solely by considerations of honor, honesty, and 
patriotism, they have resisted the pressure of 
party discipline and the temptations of office 


lic men of this country have yielded in times 


honor as well as in policy to send them back 


popular approbation and gratitude. 





WASHINGTON ITEMS. 


Mr. Collins, the United States commercial 
consul for Amoor river, has completed his ex- 
ploration, and submitted the result to the State 
Department, together with two maps, one of 
the Amoor river, and the other showing the rela- 
tive position of Northern Asia and our Pacific 
coast. A company has been formed, sanctioned 
by the Emperor of Russia, and placed under the 
special care of the Governor General of Eastern 
Siberia, to promote and develop the commer- 
cial and industrial pursuits on the basis of the 
Amoor. Mr. Collins shows the prospective im. 
portance of that trade to our own country. 


Enough is known to warrant the assertion 
that Gov. Powell and Major McCullough, the 
peace commissioners to Utah, will be instruct- 
ed to assure the Mormons that it is not the de- 
sire of the President and the United States au- 
thorities to make war upon them, but to secure 
the enforcement of the laws, to which end they 
will be counselled to participate. The commis- 
sioners will also inform them that some troops 
will be retained in the Territory, to protect em- 
igrants to the Pacific against attacks from the 
hostile tribes. They will go out with the next 
reinforcements. 


The appointment of General Smith as first in 
command of the Utah expedition has greatly 
exasperated General Harney, who is determined 
not to serve as second, and besieged the War 
Department with his friends, to get appointed 
to a separate command elsewhere. The De- 
partment was crowded with officers in excite- 
ment, and the Cabinet had a meeting on the 
subject, 


Col. Colt is understood to have made a con- 
tract with the War Department for one hundred 
thousand dollars worth of his arms. 


On the representations of Gen. Robles, the 
Mexican Minister, the State Department has 
reissued its former inatructions to prevent the 
organization or fitting out of unlawful expedi- 
tions, within the limits of the United States, for 
the invasion of the northern States of Mexico. 
Both Governments in Mexico have written to 
him on this subject, but he officially corres- 
ponds only with the one recognised by our 
own. 


The Washington correspondent of the New 
York Times writes to that journal : 

“There is no doubt that Senator Douglas has 
finally left the Democratic party. He speaks 
with great bitterness of the President, and con- 
sidera his Administration reaponsible for the 
iniquitous proceedings in Kansas, resulting in 
the Lecompton Constitution. He says the first 
thing to be done is to break down an Adminis- 
tration that has shown itself false to Democratic 
principle, and which manifests incompetency in 
all its povesetiogy- 

“Upon his side, the President is equally en- 
ergetic in condemning Senator Douglas. If 
the Senator should hesitate to go out, the Pres- 
ident means to push him out of the — To 
that end, all his friends remaining in Federal 
office in Illinois will be turned out during the 
present month. 

“ The idea that the Scuth Americans will re- 
cede for this reason, is one of the stupid notions 
of Senator Bigler, and merely illustrates the 
general want of sagacity which has been mani- 





Gov. Randall, of Wisconsin, is winning the 
reputation of aveto Executive. He refuses to 
sign all special acts, and has 
mcre bills this winter 

jut together, 


we, and no favoritism—which is right. 


probably vetoed 
than all his predecessors Morning, 
The Governor wants general Hon. J 


fest on his part in the management of the lead- 
ing measure of the Administration, so far.” 

Between ten and eleven o’clock last Tuesday 
an attempt was made on the life of 


acob Thompson, Secretary of the Inte- 


tions in dying was the consciousness that the 
House of Representatives had be filed these trea- 
sonable schemers, and put the heels of the people 
on the neck of the traitors. Few events in our 
history had given him so much satisfaction as 
the defeat of Lecompton. He warmly praised 
the intrepid and incorruptible Douglas Demo- 
crate, who had resisted the power and the wiles 
of a corrupt and deluded Administration.” 


The intelligent Washington correspondent of 
the Philadelphia North American says, respect* 
ing the Kansas question, and the attempt to get 
a Ocmmittee cf Oonference appointed s 

“ Among the means employed to bring about 
a conference, has been the private assurance 
that no sacrifice of principle would be required 
at the hands of the anti-Lecompton Democrats, 
if they would concede this point. In fact, that 
the Crittenden amendment would be substan- 
tially accepted by the friends of the Administra- 
tion. If such opinions are entertained, there 
is no reason why they should not be expressed. 
These sccret negotiations are entitled to no re- 
spect, because they involve no responsibility ; 
and the refusal to give them proper publicity 
proves that some other design is contemplated, 
besides that which is avowed. 

‘Tt is said the President would not hesitate 
to accept the Crittenden amendment, which re- 
ally affirms the principle asserted in his Kansas 
message, a8 proper to be applied to future Ter- 
ritories, but for the triumph that might be 
claimed by the opposition, and the seeming sur- 
render of his own position. If such considera- 
tions can influence Mr. Buchanan’s mind in dis- 
charging a high public duty, he will deserve to 
forfeit much of the respect and confidence 
hitherto conceded to him. None but a great 
mind is equal to such an exigency.” 


A spirit of insubordination exists in the pen- 
itentiary of the District of Columbia. On Fri- 
day last, convict Cunningham was ordered to 
his cell for attempting to break open a trunk 
containing the working tools of the broom de- 
partment; Cunningham refused to comply, and 
convict Koss was sent by officer Fry for the 
deputy warden, to force Cunningham to his 
cell, which was promptly done. Soon after, 
convict Lambert beat Koss for obeying officer 
Fry’s order; Lambert then refused to go to his 
cell, but was compelled to go. 

Shortly after, Thomas Thornley, Esq., the 
warden, was sittiig in the broom factory, when 
convict Roe, jr., a youth, pushed convict Camp- 
bell down, and commenced slapping him. War- 
den Thornley sprung forward and struck Roe 
with a shoe rubber. At this juncture, the 
warden received a severe blow on the left 
shoulder, from some one immediately behind 
him, and his hat was aleo knocked off. Thorn- 
ley quickly wheeled, drew his revolver, and 
faced the crowd of convicts, and ordered them 
to their seats. This prompt and determined 
action appeared to intimidate the convicts, and 
many, supposing Thornley would fire into the 
crowd, ran toescape. Officer Mitchell was also 
present with the warden, and displayed cool- 
ness and bravery. Order was then restored. 
Cunningham, Lambert, and Roe, are under 
punishment. Campbell, who is notoriously 
mischievous, is delicate in health also. 

No clue has yet been had to the convict who 
struck the warden. The orderly prisoners are 
probably afraid toinform. Circumstances lead 
to the belief that the intention was to kill the 
warden and Mitchell, then set fire to the oakum 
shops, subdue the remaining officers, and escape. 


The Washington correspondent of the New 
York Journal of Commerce, after admitting 
and lamenting the defeat of the Administration 
on the Kaneas question, thus enumerates and 
comments on some of its failures in other re- 
spects in Congress: 
“The army bill is lost, and instead of five 
additional regiments to the regular service, only 
three regiments of volunteers are granted. The 
establishment of the Territory of Arizona, 
urged at the beginning of the session by the 
President, and still favored by him, will not ob- 
tain a dozen votes in the Senate. The Pacific 
railroad measure, with the Southern route, is an 
Administration project, and will fall far short 
of success. The Administration is so weak in 
both Houses, that it cannot carry a single meas- 
ure of any importance. This will be distinctly 
seen, when any step shall be taken by the Exec- 
utive in regard to foreign relations. On the 
filibuster question alone, the President has been, 
to some extent, sustained, or rather his posi- 
tions in regard to it have not been rebuked. 
“The Administration, it is true, controls pat- 
ronage ; and this it will continue to do, in spite 





tior, by Peter Besancon, of New Orleans. 


The Michigan town elections show large Re- 
publican gains. aad, 

In Ogdensburgh, New York—Elmira, do.— 
the Republican municipal tickets have been 
elected. 


Bridgeport, the home of the Hon. William D. 
Bishop, gave him 125 majority for Congress 
last year—107 more than his whole majority in 
the district. On Monday, it gave 218 majority 
against his party, electing a Republican Sena- 
tor and Representative. Such is the response 
ef Mr. Dishop's ornetituonts-to his Lecompton 
speech. 

The Rhode Island State election has resulted 
in the signal defeat of the Democratic party 
there. The Republican candidates received 
7,000 odd votes, to 3,000 odd given to the Ad- 
ministration candidate. 

The members elected to the General Assem- 
bly are, all but three, Republican. 

This is of unusual importance, from the fact 
that a Senator is to be chosen by this Legisla- 
ture, to fill the place now occupied by Mr. 
Allen, who has defied the public sentiment of 
his State on the Lecompton issue. The result 
of the election is a severe rebuke of his conduct, 


The Union attempts to make Lecompton 
capital out of the recent election in Columbus, 
Ohio. It says the Democrats there endorsed 
Lecompton, and have lately been triumphant 
in & municipal contest. The simple truth is, 
that some time since a squad of office-holders 
in Columbus met and passed Lecompton reso- 
lutions. The mass of Democrats were, as now, 
opposed to Lecompton. At the recent election, 
every Democrat elected was publicly known to 
be anti-Lecompton. If the Union can extract 
comfort from the result of this election, it can 
get moonshine from cucumbers. The States 
of this city remarks of the election in Co- 
lumbus: 


“There was no Mayor this year to be elect- 
ed. The principal officer elected was the City 
Marshal, John B. Coffroth, who was the first 
signer for the great anti-Lecompton Democratic 
meeting. He was elected marshal last year by 
only eight majority; now he has 289 majority! 
This, too, in a city which has almost uniformly 
been against the Democracy. 

“ Mr. Coffroth is a brother to Hon. Mr. Coff- 
roth, of the Pennsylvania Legislature, and one 
of the immortal twenty-one in the Democratic 
Convention of that State who resisted Lecomp- 
tonism. Had any other than an anti-Lecompton 
Democratic ticket been nominated in Colum- 
bus, instead of a gain, we should have had to 
record a defeat.” 


The Government will easily get all the vol- 
unteers required for Utah. The mayor of Chi- 
cago enlisted 320 men on Friday and Saturday, 
and four full companies are to be raised. Com- 
panies have also been organized at half a dozen 
other places in Illinois. A Michigan regiment 
has been tendered to the President. But we 
fear the President will be wounded by the lan- 
guage in which Gen. Curtenius, the adjutant 
general of Michigan, makes the tender, for he 
Says: 

za'To crush out rebellion, polygamy, or even 
the ‘ sum of all villainies,’ (Slavery,) in any of 
the Territories, she asks but thirty days of 
grace, to place at the — of the War De- 
partment a regiment y to receive and obey 
marching orders.” 

Ten regiments of volunteers have already 
been proffered to the War Department, for the 
selection of the three authorized by the new 
WwW. 


The Opposition papers in Virginia generally 
take ground against the Lecompton Constitu- 
tion. The Richmond South calls the South 
Americans who voted against the Kansas bill, 
Sepoys. The Richmond Whig replies : 
“Instead of censuring those six Southern 
Americans who preferred the Crittenden amend- 
ment to the Senate bill, we are rather disposed 
to award them commendation for having done 
the best thing they could do, under the circum: 
stances.” 


We have news by telegraph, from New Or- 
leans, as follows : 

“The steamship Tennessee is coming, up with 
important news from Mexico, General QOsollo 
has taken the city of Guadalaxara, capturing 
the entire Government of Janerese. Janerese 
and his officers were itted to leave the 
country unmolested. nm. Osollo was on his 
way back to the city of Mexico, and would 
probably be declared President. 

“The city-of Vera Cruz still held out for the 








of opposition, till the end of theirterm. But 
the exertion of this patronage, so far from con- 


Constitutionalists. Tampico was besieged by 


States, has given his written opinion, in answer 
to irquiries by Secretary Cass, that if the Gov- 
ernor of Kansas (Denver) failed to return any 
bill passed by the Territorial Legislature at its 
last session, such bill is not a law, unless the 
Assembly was in session three days aft the 
day on which the bill was presented. It is 
contended that the act of said Legislature, au- 
thorizing the Convention now in session in 
Kansas, for the formation of a new Constitu- 
tion, is in this predicament, and therefore not 
a law. 


The Kansas correspondent of the Cincinnati 
Times writes as follows from Kansas : 


“ Leavenworth City, March 25.—The immi- 
gration to Kansas commenced coming in slowly 
when navigation first opened ; but it is now in- 
creasing very fast. Last night, the steamer 
‘Omaha’ arrived at our levee with four hun- 
dred passengers. It was astonishing to see 
what piles of old furniture the families on this 
boat brought. We have four or five large fur- 
niture dealers in this city, and every family 
almost coming to Kansas bring their old stock, 
paying enormous prices for freight, which has 
had the effect to bring furniture down with us 
to the Cincinnati prices. 

“ Russell, Majors, & Waddell, for their trains 
for Utah and Santa Fe, advertise for three thou- 
sand men for wagon-masters and teamaters, and 
are paying from fifty to one hundred dollars per 
month. They intend having two thousand five 
hundred wagons loaded and on their way b 
the first of June. The wagons are now Gat 
ing at their warehouse on the levee. 

“A delegation of Pottawatomie Indians ar- 
rived here last evening, from Washington, and 
their chief informs me that the Delaware and 
Muncie tribes, whose lands join this city, have 
concluded a treaty for the sale of these lands 
to the Government. These lands are worth 
from fifty to two hundred dollars per acre, and 
the confirmation of this news will send half our 
population upon the Reserve the Ist of May, 
the day the treaty goes into effect.” 
Lawrence City, Kansas, April 3, 
The Constitutional Convention closed its la- 
bors this evening at 6 o'clock. A complete Con- 
stitution has been framed and adopted in little 
more than a week’s time, the several commit- 
tees having been announced yesterday a week 
ago. 
Earnest efforts were made by the conserva- 
tive members to introduce the word “ white” 
into the instrument, but every attempt was a 
failure. Every male citizen of the United 
States, 21 years old and upward, and foreign- 
ers who have been in the country one year, and 
have declared their intention to become citizens, 
are qualified electors. 
The Constitution is to be submitted to the 
people on the third Tuesday of May. 
The question of suffrage is to be submitted 
by the first Legislature to a popular vote at the 
first general election under the Constitution. 
Schools are required to be established, open and 
freé to every child in the State. In the decla- 
ration of rights, the right of all men to the con- 
trol of their own persons is asserted to be prior to 
law, and inalienable, and the right of trial by 
jury is declared to extend to persons of every 
condition, These are among the liberal provis- 
ions of the instrument, and those over which: 
the struggle between the liberal and conserva- 
tive elements in the Convention was most 
earnest. 


The Leavenworth City Ledger, of the 3d 
inst., says! 

“ Reliable information reached here yester- 
day, that a posse of men, who represented them- 
selves to be in search of deserters from the Uni- 
ted States army, went to the house of Isaac 
Denton, on the Osage, (about one hundred 
miles south of this city,) on the night of the 
27th of March last, and, after inquiring if any 
deserters were concealed within, and receiving 
a negative answer, insisted on searching the 

mises. Mr. Denton arose from his and 
et the posse in, and, without further ceremony, 
he was shot dead. 

“They next proceeded to the residence of 
Abraham Hedrick, and, after making the same 
inquiry, and recieving the same treatment as 
at Denton’s, he was shot dead. 

“They then proceeded to the residence of 
Newton Davis, and forcing an entrance, shot 
at him while sitting up in bed, one buckshot 
striking him in the hand, the residue of the 
charge lodging in the headboard of the bedstead. 

“ There was but one of the party recognised ; 
his name is Bruckett. The neighbors in the 
vicinity dispatched an express to Lawrence for 
assistance, which has gone down. 

“ These are all the particulars we have, and 
give them substantially as related to us by a 
gentleman just from Lawrence, and whose vera- 
city can be relied on. 

“We hope that the Federal authorities of the 
Territory will take this matter in hand, and, if 





possible, arrest the guilty parties, in order that 
they may be properly p eS 


80 satisfactory an idea of the literature, politics, 


Living Age. It has been conducted with re 


English Quarterlies, with the lighter essays 
tales, and poetry, of Blackwood and the Eng 
lish Montklies. It gives me pleasure thus pub 


“ wisely and well” for the benefit of the read 


labors are appreciated. _J. @. We 
Amesbury, Mass., 3d 4th mo., 1858. 





ment on the Subject of Slavery. 
loe. Boston: John P. Jewett & Co,, Publishers. 


well known to our readers. 


like it in existence, certainly nothing so full 
and complete. The compiler gives us “ all 
that the most eminent Southern Revolutionary 
characters have left ug in their writings upon 
the subject of Slavery.” The character of this 
testimony should cover with confusion the mod- 
ern statesmen of the South, for it is unani- 


great value. 





Sermons Preached at Trinity Chapel, Brighton, by the 


Fields. 1958. For sale by Franklin Philp, Washing- 
ton, D.C. 


This book contains twenty-two sermons, be- 
side a memoir of the author. The sermons are 
excellent, and they will alike serve to edify 
saint and sinner. That of “ Christ’s Estimate 
of Sin,” and that on “ The Irreparable Past,” 
are worth reading many times. 





Andromeda and Other Poems, By Charles Kingsley, 
author of “ Amyas Leigh,” “Two Years Ago,” &c. For 
sale by F. Philp. 

The poem of Andromeda will be admired by 
all those who like the writings of Mr. Kingsley. 
The smaller songs and ballads, which are 
various, evince originality of thought and 
smocthness of diction. 





The subjoined paragraph is from an ex. 
change, and it indicates the style of civilization 
which obtains in the region of Norfolk: 


“The Circuit Court for Norfolk county was 
engaged on Tuesday in the second indictment 
of the Commonwealth vs. Edward Lee, for aid- 
ing in the escape of negroes belonging to 
Messrs. James Murdaugh, W. H. Wilson, and 
Joseph Carter. The jury found the prisoner 
guilty, and assessed the punishment at ten 
years imprisonment in the penitentiary, and to 
receive five lashes each day for ten days, com- 
mencing one day after the coart adjourns. 

“ On the first indictment he was sent for five 
years, or fifteen years for the two; and there 
are two more counts yet against him! The 
probability is that Lee will spend the balance 
of his natural life in prison.” 





The Star of this city chronicles the fact that 
Mr. Douglas has ceased to be a slaveholder in 
the following language : 


“Mr. Stephen Arnold Douglas, we hear in- 
cidentally, has recently divested his family of 
the palpable interest in ‘the peculiar institu- 
tion’ so offensive to the political party he has 
lately joined. Thus, he is said to have sold— 
as the trustee—the negroes in Mississippi in- 
herited by his children by his first marriage. 
Until he had done that, there could be no 
reasonable hope that the Republican party of 
his own State would admit him into full com- 
manion with their organization. They madea 
great handle of the fact of his late connection 
with Slavery, as explained above, up to the 
time he commenced knocking at their door for 
admission. Since then, we seen have nothing on 
the subject in any Abolition newspaper. Nev- 
ertheless, while his children remained slave- 
holders, and he the trustee managing slave 
property for their benefit, he could not enter- 
tain a reasonable hope of receiving Republican 
party support for re-election to the Senate of 
the United States—the true reason of his act 
in Arnold-izing from the Democracy on the 
Kansas question—as was made so plain not 
long since by Mr. William Smith, of Virginia, 
when that gentleman placed Mr. Morris on the 
gridiron, in the House Hall.” 

This is the style of treatment bestowed by 


slaveholders upon Northern freemen. But a 





and science, of the time, as this rightly-named 


markable tact and judgment, which wisely min- 
gles the grave and learned disquisitions of the 


licly to express my obligations to the editor for 
the rich and varied weekly entertainment and 
instruction of his msgazine, and to add thereto 
the hope that he may long continue to cater 


ing public, and that a growing subscription list 
may give him assurance that his meritorious 


The Southern Platform: or, Manual of Southern Senti- 
By Daniel R. Good- 


A portion of the contents of this pamphlet 
have appeared in the Hra, and its compiler is 
The compilation 
under the above title is a lively one, is original 
in design, there being to our knowledge nothing 


mously against Slavery. To the friends of 
Freedom, the present compilation must be of 


Late Rev. Frederick W. Robertson, M. A. Second 
Series. Fourth London Edition. Boston: Ticknor & 


' for Congress, in 1854, he was defeated. 


consequence was that he was defeaied, and M 


’ | elected. 


during his sevatorial career. 


pied him to the last. 


ed upon him. 


Consul General. 


gaiety and public amusements. 


parties. 


Representatives, on Friday : 
~  Csrreet, Wasnincton, April 8, 1858, 
To you, as old Tennessee friends, I addree 


tice taken of it in Congress. 


sion of the death of Mr. David Walker, publish 


tirely my sentiments and convictions. 


Tuomas H, Benton. 


was upon him. This letter was handed to Mr 
Jones on Friday morning, by Mr. Benton him 


to meet again in this world. 
In his dying hours, Col. Benton had the faith 


Another daughter, Mrs. Jacobs, of Kentucky 
arrived to see him on Thursday. 
The Union of yesterday says: 
“The President, hearing of the extreme ill 


the visit. 


public affairs, and a painful sense of the immi- 
nent dangers which threaten the country, He 
is said to have exhorted the President to rely 
upon Divine support and guidance, and not 
upon that of men, who would deceive him,” 
Ason of William Carey Jones, and the grand- 
son of Col. Benton, also died in Washington on 
Saturday evening, and the funerals of both will 
take place this afternoon at 2 o’clock, and be 
attended probably by both Houses of Congress. 
The remains will leave in the evening train en 
route for St. Louis, where the mother, wife, and 
other kindred of Col. Benton are buried. 





Funeral of the Late Col. Benton. 
The obsequies of the deceased ex-Senator 
Benton were performed on Monday afternoon, 
at his late residence, in the presence of a crowd 
of the most distinguished personages of our 
country. Both Houses of Congress adjourned 
at an early hour, to enable their respective 
members to attend the iuneral; and, besides 
many of these, there were present the President 
of the United States, the venerable Secretary of 
State, several foreign ministers, officers of the 
army and navy, and many other persons, offi- 
cial and unofficial. The funeral services were 
conducted by the Rev. Mr. Hall, of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Church, and the Rev. B. Sander- 
land, of the Presbyterian Church ; the latter of 





In 1856 he ran for Governor, in opposition 
to the regular Democratic candidate, a third 
candidate (American) being in the field. The 


Polk, the regular Democratic candidate, was 


After 1856, Col. Benton devoted himself to 
the completion of his “Thirty Years’ View ’— 
& narrative of the political events that occurred 
Since that was 
finished, he has been engaged on an abridg- 
ment of the debates in Congress, which occu- 
An incurable disease 
(cancer of the bowels) had for some time prey- 


Col. Benton was married, subsequent to his 
first election as Senator, to Elizabeth, daughter 
of Col. James McDowell, of Rockbridge county, 
Va. His surviving children are four daugh- 
ters—Mrs. William Carey Jones, Mra. John C. 
Fremont, (now on her way to California,) Mrs. 
Sarah Benton Jacobs, and Madame Susan Ben- 
ton Boileau, now at Calcutta, wife of the French 
Mrs. Benton died in 1854, 
Col. Benton was a devoted husband and father, 
and since his wife’s decease has avoided all 
yaiet His political 
life is part of the national history. He was a 
laborious, zealoue, and able member of the Sen- 
ate, and a skilful, impressive, and dignified 
orator. There are few public men living who 
enjoy to a greater degree than he did the con- 
fidence and respect cf the unprejudiced of all 


The following is the letter of the deceased, 
written to Gen. Houston and the Hon. Geo. W. 
Jones, and which was read in the House of 


myself to say, that in the event of my death 
here, I desire that there should not be any no- 
There is no rule 
of either House that will authorize the an- 
nouncement of my death; and if there were 
such a rule, I should not wish it to be applied 
in my case, as being contrary to my feelings 
and convictions, long entertained, as shown in a 
note to a speech of Mr. Randolph’s, on the occa- 


ed in the Abridgment of Debates, vol. vi, p. 556. 
The request ot Mr. Walker, there recorded, 
and the remarks of Mr. Randolph, express en- 
Should, 
therefore, any of my kind friends in either House 
make it necessary to do so, I intrust to you to 
make known by means of this note my express 
wish and desire that the event remain unno- 
ticed in Congress. Your old Tennessee friend, 


The body of the letter is in the hand of an- 
other, but the name is his own signature, and 
denotes that it was written with a weak and 
trembling hand, the last time he put pen to 
paper, and when, perhaps, the agony of death 


self, the latter expressing his acknowledgements 
for the kind visit of his friend, and parting with 
him with the assurance that they were no more 


fal attendance of his daughter, Mrs. Carey 
Jones, who resided with him in Washington. 


ness of his ancient compeer, called upon him 
on Friday evening. The dying statesman de- 
clared afterwards his exceeding gratification at 
The interview is said te have been 
protracted. Mr. Benton is said to have express- 
ed his extreme solicitude for the condition of 


of amendment to a voie of the people. 

Can it be expected that a man who holds 
life office will be very anxious to vote himse 
out of that office, or that he will very soo 
come to the conclusion that he is not as well 
qualified to fill that office as any of his neigh 
bors, or that he is not as well qualified to fil 
the office after having done so a few years, ag 
when he was elected ? 

It was formerly considered that the popular 
branch of our Sjate Legislatures ouzht to come, 
each session, fresh and direct fiom the people; 
but the Solons of Minnesota have come to 
the conclusion that such a doctrine is antize 
publican, aud therefore have provided in theif 
Constitution, and have actually elected their 
House of Representatives for life! Can such 
a Constitution be republican ? 

Again, (although I canuot find it,) I think, 
by law of Congress, all members of the House 
of Represertatives in Congress are to be elected 
in or by single districts. Bat our Conatitution- 
al Convention disregarded that law, (if it ex: 
ists,) and elected three members (one at leat 
more than we are entittled to) in one district; 
that is, making the State one district. 
Besides this, more frauds have been perpe: 
trated here in Minnesota than were ever thought 
of in Kansas. Even General John Calhou 
ought to have graduated from some political 
school in Minnesota, where he could have got 
a more thorough education in “ skull duggery” 
from the Democracy than he has from the Ai: 
ministration and the Missourians. Bat Kansas 
frauds and Kansas affairs have entirely ab- 
sorbed the public attention, and thrown Minne: 
sota’s false returns and fraudulent canvass 4 
State votes entirely in the shade, 

We now understand that our whole deleza 

tion in Congress are with the Adininistration 
in the Lecompton swindle. If so, they entirely 
misrepresent the whole Republican party, aud 
. | nine-tenths of the Democracy, and are really 
no more entitled to seats in Congress than you 
are. And had it been known before electiot 
that they would have been found with the Ad 
ministration in the Lecompton matter, they 
would never have even reccived their present 
(fraudulently obtained) certificates. 
Should this reach you before the bill for tha 
admission of Minnesota has passed Congress 
I wish you to examine article 4 of “ the Legisla 
tive Department” of our Constitution, a well af 
the Constitution itself, and you will see that / 
am right in saying that our House of Repré 
sentatives is elected for life. m 


r. 
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“Staves axp Sovis.”—A fugitive chaite 
from the South arrived at Paterson, N. J. ‘ 
Sunday, and was fed, and forwarded towares 
British free soil. His master’s daughter, 4 
little girl, (another “little Eva,”) arrange’ 
his plans for him, and told him, when he 004 
got out of sight, not to stop running 0 — 
weeks. A Mr. Stump, from Virginia, cau" 
?| Kis runaway African at Blairsville, Pan 8 
days since, by the aid of the U.S. ae 
and was about to ship him to Virginia, wie 
- |] an excited crowd surrounded the negro 80 his 
captors. Stump got frightened, discharged 7 
pistol into the crowd, and then he and thé 
Marshal immediately took to their heels. “ 
colored mob followed Stump to the depot, .* 
ing and pelting him, and he returned to 
ginia, while his negro was put on the U 
ground railroad in an opposite direction. “ 
stout negroes were arrested at Waynesville, “ 
recently, who owned that they had rau ‘ . 
from work cn 8 railroad, and that they belo : 
to South Carolina. Mrs. Giles, of New 4° 
makes public acknowledgments to Capt. : 
of the ship Advice, who sent back her et 
boy Henry, who had concealed himself on ain 
vessel, and made his escape, expecting 10 8 
his freedom on British soil at Liverpool. 


nder 
i 


SrampepE or Siaves.—From magn 
which has reached us, there would seem yo 
been @ considerable stampede of slaves 


i Virginia, during, 

the border valley counties of Virginia, 
W heard 0 
the late Easter holydays. a. plant 


ven having made their escape 
alien of Mr Mason, in Loudoun county, — 
the Point of Rocks, aud two from se 
county. It is supposed others have also gone 
Balt. Sun, April 9. 


ig corres 
Emnassy From Japan.—A Paris ~~ 
aie of the New York Journal of - 
merce says: “ A gorgeous embassy from *"" 
is expected. Alter visiting our cap! nd ae 
don, and perhaps Vienna, these pros pose 
other grandees of the Mongolian race Wi 
the Atlantic, to learn what the Uni 
are, and what a Republic means. 
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